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Extracted from the LETTERs of the | 
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Wherein, beſides a Narrative of the Progreſs of the 
Chriſtian Religion in thoſe Parts, with the Helps and 
Impediments which hitherto have occurr'd; ſeveral 
Hints are inſerted concerning the Religion of the 
Malabarians, their Prieſts, Poets, and other Literati; and | 


ſet up at Tranquebar. 
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HE Converſion of the Gentiles to 
the Knowledge of JESUS CHRIST, 
G is 4 Matter of Joy and Exultation 
to all ſuch, as wiſh to ſee the Church in a 
better State, than wherein ſhe doth appear at 
preſent, Whoſoever maketh the Intereſt of the 
Lord his own, and doth not act upon a Prin- 


ciple ſeparate from that of his Maſter, muſt 


needs rejoice at the Enlargement of ChriſPs 
Ringdom upon Earth; particularly, if the 
parched Wilderneſs of the Pagan World 
ſhould once begin to flouriſh, and the barren 
Church of the Gentiles ſhout for Joy, at the 


numerous Company of Children ſhe is to 


bring forth. But as this is a Work of Time, 
ſo our waiting is like the waiting of the Huſ- 


bandman, who, after he hath done his Labour, 
expetteth with Patience the joyful Day of the 
Harveſt, | EL. 
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iv To the READER. 


The gradual Diſplay of the Charch's 
Glory upon Earth, i ſer forth Cant, VI. 
40. where ſhe is ſaid, to look forth as the 


Morning, or the firſt Dawn of the Day, 


' repreſenting the Church in her Weakneſs and 


Minority. This State is mixed with a great 


Deal of Darkneſs as yet, and affords but 4 


dawning Principle of Light. But then, as 
the Dawn is à Fore-runner of the Day, ſo is 
this State of the Church a Fore-runner of 4 
more glorious Diſplay of the Goſpel, which, 
by a gradual Increaſe of Light, will ſucceed. 
This is plain from the Beauty of the Moon, 


to which the riſing Condition of the Church 


zs farther compared, though ſhe be not yet 


free from Spots and Imperfettions even in that 


State. However, what Fairneſs fhe hath, is 


altogether deriv*d from the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs himfelf, by whoſe Rays ſhe only defireth 


to ſhine. 


And this Laſtre, though it be borrowed, 


yet is it fair, comely, celeſtial ; and being 


by Faith made her own, it renders her more 
agreeable in the Eyes of an impartial Be- 
holder, than all the Endowments of Nature 
ever could do, But then ſhe muſt not ac- 
quieſce here neither, but ſhine more and more 
unto the perfect Day, and become clear as 
the Sun. And *tis then ſhe beareth an un- 


ſpotted Character, being elevated to the ſab- | 


limeſt 


| 
! 
| 
i 
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| To the READER. v 
limeſt Perfection, ſhe is capable of in this 
lower World. She looks then terrible as an 
Army with Banners, and appeareth in 
POWER and PURITY to her Ene- 
mies. For this will be the Crown of the 
Church in the latter Days, after the Winter 
of various Trials and Humiliations is over, 
through which ſhe was fain to paſs, in 
order to be duly qualified for that Dig- 
ay. | 

This glorious State of the Charch will then 
doubtleſs appear, when the Fulneſs of the 
Gentiles is come in, and all Iſrael is ſaved 
at laſt. Theſe will prove infinite Acceſſions 
to the Church both in Strength and Beauty, 
and make her ariſe and ſhine, 2s the Pro- 
phet's Phraſe is. 

But what renders ſtill more compleat the 
Glory of the Charch in that Time, is the 
wonderful Order and Symmetry, which 
will then moſt conſpicuouſly appear, both 
throughout the whole Body in general, and 
in every Member in particular. The Spi- 
rit of Diviſion and Rancoar, of Party and 
An imoſity, of Sect and Envy, will be altoge- 
ther baniſhed from the Church, raiſed to that 
Dignity : Or if it ſbould offer to diſturb her, 
it will ſoon be vanquiſhed by that Pomer, 
which hath made her 4 Terror to her Ene- 
"Mm AT mies. 


"vv To the READER. 
mies. But all this ſhe doth not do by her 
own Power, but by the Power of her Head, 
to whom ſhe is graciouſly united by Faith. 
All the Members are animated by one and the 
ſame Spirit, nouriſhed by the ſame Bread, be- 


gotten into the ſame Hope, united to the 


fame Head, held together in the ſame Bond 


- of Peace. The Variety of Gifts which ap- 
pears among them, is ſo far from creating 


Diviſions, that it will ſet off' the Charc 
with the greater Luſtre and Amiableneſs. 
For all the Gifts are ſanctiſied by the fame 
Spirit, and tend to the ſame End. And 
tis this Union, which maketh the Church 
look both beautiful and powerful, fair and 


terrible. 


How little there is ſeen as yet of this fweet 
and Majeſtick Power, in our modern Churches, 
is ſo obvious to an impartial Eye, that it 
needs uo farther Proof to evince it. And yet 
an induſtrious Obſerver of the Times cannot 
but take Notice, of the ſingular Providence of 
the Lora, which hath ſlirred up ſome to lay to 
Heart the great Decay of Religion, and con- 
trive Means to repair it. . 

Some do what they can, to convey Life in- 


to thoſe Charches, which have a Name that 


they live, but are dead. Some endeavour 10 
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inſtil ſound Principles into Children, to make 
thereby the Church ' lock fairer in the next 
Generation, than ſhe doth in the preſent. 
Some endeavour to take away the Veil from 
the Jews that overſpreads their Minds, and 
hath all along hindered them from looking 
to the End of the Law. Some have pub- 
liſhed, and do publiſh the Oracles of God in 
divers Languages, for ſpreading the Know- 
ledge of Chriſt, among thoſe, that are as 
yet deſtitute of that Benefit. Some bend 
their Endeavours towards the Reformation of 
Schools, in order to ſee them cleared from 
profane Cuſtoms, and inveterate Corruptions. 
Some promote Chriſtian LOVE among the 
differing Parties of Religion, as the only 
Foundation whereon the ſo long wiſhed for 
Union among Proteſtants may be raiſed in 
Time. Some are employ'd about exerciſing 
the Severity of the Law, thereby to reſtrain a 
Sinners Hand from doing Evil; whilf o- 
thers diſplay the Power of the Goſpel, thereby 
to regenerate his Heart, in order to do Good. 
Some endeavour to ſupport real Holineſs, by 
private Conferences on the moſt practical 
Heads of Religion; whilſt others do the 
fame, by publiſhing and diſperſing ſuch Books 
as treat on edifying Subjetts, © 
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Al theſe, and the like Endeavours, cannot 
but be agrezable to a Well-wiſher to the C auſe 
of Religion, and may be deemd as ſo many 


Preſages of 4 better State of the Church up- 


on Earth. For by ſuch Efforts ſome Stones 
are poliſhed at leaſt, which will help to adorn 
that ſpiritual Temple which ſhall be raiſed in 
the latter Days. | 5 


To all theſe Attempts made towards a Re- 
formation and Enlargement of the Church, 
may be added another, to which ſome Inclination 
hath appeared of late, among ſeveral Proteſtant 
Nations in Europe: And this is the Propa- 
gation of the Chriſtian Faith in the Eaft- 
and Weſt- Indies. What hath been done 
particularly,” in relation to the Malabar- 
Heathens in the Eaſt-Indies, the enſuing 
brief Narrative will inform the Reader. To 


give an Idea of the whole Undertaking, in. 
one uninterrupted Series, together with the va- 


rious Obſtructions and Encouragements it 
hath all along met with, a fem Hints have been 
here again inſerted out of the Two. preceeding 
Parts, relating to this Deſign, and publiſh'd 
the ſecond Time in the Tear 1711. with this 


Title : Propagation of the Goſpel in the 
Ea#: being an Account of the Succeſs of | 
Two Daniſb Miſſionaries ſent to the Eaſt- 
Indies, &c. „„ = 


In 


| 
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In this Third Part, the Thread of the Hi. 
ftorical Narration is brought down to the End 
of the Tear 1712, or the Eutrance of the Tear 
1713; when the laſt Letters came away. The 
whole Undertaking, ſuch as it is at this Time, 
may give the impartial Reader a fair Proſpect 
at leaſt, that 'a Work of this Nature is 
not altogether impracticable; and that the 
LORD, who is the only Author of Suc- 
ceſs, will be ready to direct the Steps of thoſe 
who are engag d, and ſhall. engage in a De- 
fign tending ſo much to the Enlargement of 
the Church of Chriſt upon Earth. 4 0 
. *Tis true, what we ſee at preſent is but 
an Embryo, and a Seed, as it were, ſcat- 
ter d among that numerous Nation; and 4 
Seed cannot be ſown, and its Product reap'd 
in a Day. However, a wiſe Man doth not 
deſpiſe, even the Day of ſmall Things. He 
noms that one ſoweth, and another reapeth ; 
but that both ſhall rejoice together in due 
Seaſon, and be rewarded according to their 
Pains, not according to their Succeſs. Nor 
ought we to be aeterred from ſo Chriſtian an 
Enterprize, by the perverſe Conduct of | ſome 
Heathens, who, out of Regard to a temporal 
Benefit, will conform to the external Confeſſion 
of the Chriſtian Faith for a while, but return to 
their former Idolatry again, as ſoon as the Hope 
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of their Gain is gone. Tur this is 4 very old 


Practice, and may be traced through all the 


Ages of Chriſtianity. Our Bleſſed Redeemer 


hmfelf . complained, that ſome would ſeek him 


for the Sake of the Loaves only they did 
eat; and the Apoſtle of the Gentiles taketh 


Notice of ſome, who profeſſed Godlineſs for 
the Sake of Gain and Preferments; and 
yet did neither the Lord himſelſ, nor the A. 


poftle ſent by him, give over the Preaching 


of the Goſpel for that Reaſon. 

' Theſe, and many other Impediments, which 
generally attend any good Undertaking, may 
render indeed a Goſpel-Labourer more vigi- 
lant in trying the Spirits, and more cautious 
in admitting them within the Pales of the 
Church; but they maſt never make him de- 
ſpair of Succeſs in the Diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel. *Tis certain, that a ſpiritual Diſ- 
cretion, or 4 Faculty of diſcerning the va- 
rious Diſpoſitions of Souls, is one of the 
principal Branches of the whole Miniſterial 
Function. For, if a ſpiritual Guide be al- 
together deſtitute of this Judgment of Diſ- 
cretion in the Management of Souls, he 
muſt needs make many a wrong Application 


of the Promiſes of the Goſpel, and moſt dan- 


geroufly unhinge thereby the whole Chain and 
" Deconomy of Salvation. But as ſuch 4 
Jucg- 
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Judgment is altogether grounded on Practice 

and Experience ; ſo it requireth Time, and a 


careful Obſervation of the various States o 
Souls, in order to obtain a competent Meaſure 


of it. 
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The INTRO DUCTIoN. 
1 was in the Vear 1705. when the King 


of Denmark, FREDERICK IV. after a 
Motion made to him by one of his Chap- 

lains, reſolved on ſending ſome Miſſiona- 

ries to Tranquebar, ſituate on the Coaſt of Co- 
1 B romandel, 


. 
CY N 


together with ſeveral r and Pagods for 
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romandel, in the Eaſt- Indies to attempt the 
Converſion of the Malabar-Heathens in thoſe 
Parts. In order to this, Application was made 


to the Profeſſors of Divinity at HAL IL, one V 

of the moſt flouriſhing Univerſities in all Ger- C 
many, to ſupply His Majeſty with ſuch Pex- 

ſons, as ſhould be thought ft to undertake a t 

Deſign of that Importance. ce 

Mr. Bartholomew Ziegenbalgh, and Mr. Henry F 

Plut ſcho, reſolved to go on ſo unpromiſing an of 

Errand. For fach indeed many looked upon he 

it to be, conſidering, perhaps, how little hi- r0 

therto had been done in this Matter by Pro- al 

teſtants; and what untrodden Paths, unknown di 

Trials, and headſtrong Difficulties, thoſe were th 

tike to- paſs through, that Would venture at E, 

laſt upon ſo hazardous an Enterprize. 

Theſe Two Candidates were both educated ba 

at Berlin. Mr. foachimus Lang, who had a Ei 

Cure of Souls there, and was beſides Maſter Pr 

of one of the publick Schools in that City, Ki 

managed their Studies, and prepared them 24 

carefully for Univerſity-eLarning. And this is Te 

the Gentleman that hath ſugceſſively publiſh'd Pre 

in Hich-Dutch, the Letters ſent over by theſe it 

two Miſſionarics to their Correſpondents in Eu- niſ 

rope; ſome whereof being addreſſed to him- Jer 

| felf, from whom they had received the firſt vet 

| Directions tor a dexterons Management of their the 

| Eife and Studies. Soon after they were NN. bui 

| moved to the Univerſity of Hall, and commit- MI £ od 

ted to the farther Care of the Profeſſors of Pi- 8 

vinity there. And from this Place they were To 

fent afterwards on that new Imployment, f do 

8 | which of 
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The Introduction. 
which now ſomething is to be ſaid in the Se- 
quel of this Account. | 
They embarqued at Copenhague, November 
the 29th, 1705. on Board a Ship called, Prin- 
ceſs Sophia Hedwigh; being diſmiſſed from thence 
with many fervent Wiſhes, by ſuch as were 
Friends to the Deſign. | They arriv'd at the Cape 
of Good Hope the 23d of April following, and from 
hence ſent an Account to their Friends in Eu- 


rope, of the moſt material Circymſtances, Tri- 


als, and Dangers, incident to ſo long and te- 
dious a Voyage. After many Teils and Hard- 
ſhips, they landed at laſt at Tranquebar in the 
Eaſt-Indies, on the grh of July 1706. _ 

By the Way we may obſerve, that Tranque- 
bar hath been in the Hands of the Dares theſe 
Eighry Years, and is by them conſiderably im- 
proved. It was but a ſinall Village when the 


King of Denmark purchaſed it from the then 


Malabar Emperor; but is now a populous 
Town, ſurrounded with ſtrong Walls, and 
provided with a good Fortaleza, or Citadel. 
It hath Three Chriſtian Churches in it: A Da- 
niſh Church, for the Uſe of this Nation; the 
Feruſalem-Church, for the Benefit of the con- 
verted Malabarians; and another, belonging to 
the Papiſts. There is beſides, a large Moſquee 
built by the Mahometans, and Five huge Pa- 
gods, frequented by the Malabar Heathens. 

Some of the adjacent Villages and Market- 
Towns, being Fifteen in Number, are ſubje& 
to the Daniſh Government there. The largeſt 
of theſe Places, called Borejar, containeth al- 
moſt as many Inhabitants as Tranquebar it ſelf, 
together with ſeveral 2 and Pagods fo 
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Turks and Heat hens. After this is Tilliar, a 
Above Forty Houſe- 
keepers in this Place are Bramins, or Malabar 
Prieſts, having one vaſtly great Pagode in it, for 
the Worſhip of their Idols, with ſeveral little 
ones. There are beſides theſe, ſeven other 


— 


fine and large Town: 


Villages, not fo very populous, and accord ing- 


Iy not furniſhed with any conſiderable Pagod. 
The remaining ſix Villages are but ſmall, and 


thinly peopled, being chiefly inhabited by 


Fiſhers, and others employ'd in that ſort of 


Buſineſs. Into all theſe Towns and Villages 
one of the Miſſionaries maketh frequent Ex- 
curſions, in order to declare unto the Pagans 
the Word of Salvation; and when he is gone 
through them all, he begins again with the 


firſt, in Hopes that, by ſuch Endeavours, the 
| Heathens may be ſtirred up in Time, to a cloſer 
Attention to the Word of the Goſpel. 
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The Languages ſpoke on the Coaſt of Coro- | 
mandel, and their Difficulty. The Mala- | 
bar-Tongue was never digeſted into Gram- | 
mar-Rules. The Method taken by the Miſ= 1160 

ſionaries for attaining it. The Knomledge lh 
of Languages neceſſary to a Miſſionary be- 
fore he enters upon the Miſſion. An Ac- 
count co the Portugueze-Language ſpoke 
in the Indies. Old People are commonly 
averſe from a ſound Converſion, A Cha- 
rity-School 7s jet up. The Temper of the 

_ Malabar-Children. The counterfeit Con- 
verſion of ſome Heathens. The uncommon 

Temptations of ſome Malabarians before 


their Baptiſm. 
F. I. O ſooner were theſe Two Miſſiona- 
ries ſettled at Trazquebar, but they 
began to Prepare themſelves for the Work 
they were ſent upon. The firſt great Diffi- 
culty they had to ſtruggle with, was the 
getting : 
A competent Knowledge of the Malabarick 
Language. This however was judged indiſpen- 
ſably neceſſary, for anſwering the Character 
of a Miſſionary, though attended with almoſt 
inſuperable Difficulties. It hath been obſerv'd 
by ſome, employ'd in the like Work, that | 
the Uſe of an Interpreter hath no great Effect | 
in an Undertaking of this Nature; Things 
„ 3 | being | 
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6 mT - Digrculty of the 
being often altered, when they paſs through 
the Mouths of other Men; particularly, if 
theſe be altogether deſtitute of an in ward Senſe 
of thoſe Matters which they a 


Ire, by their 
Words, to convey unto others. | 


§. 2. As to the Indian Languages, ſpoke parti- 

cularly upon this Coaſt ; there are chiefly Three 
in Number, more in Vogue, than any other a- 
mong the Natives. They are called Kerendum, 
Damul, and Wardagu. The Kerendum is the 
Language of the Bramins, and may be called 
the Malabarick Latin ; it being almoſt of the 
ſame Dignity there, as the Latin is in Europe. 
But the moſt vulgar Language is the Damul, 
or the Malabarick, which extends it ſelf above 
Four Hundred Miles Diſtance, and 1s even un- 
derſtood in many Foreign Dominions. How- 
ever, the Coaſt of Malabar is noted for the 
pureſt and moſt refined Language; all the 
Malabarick Books and Writings being common- 
ly penned in this Dialect. The Language it 
ſelf is exceeding pathetical, enrich'd with 
Abundance of Rhetorical Flowers and Graces, 
which wonderfully affect the Ear, eſpecially if 
they be accompanicd with ſome Gravity in the 
Speaker. 

F. 3- What render'd this Language moſt dif- 
ficult to the Miſſionaries, was the great Want 
of Grammar-Rules, and other ſuch Helps as 
are neceſlary for learning the Fundamentals of 
a Language. It hath hardly ever been digeſt- 
ed into a Method, and 1s beſides, very variable 
and luxuriant in its Expreſſions. The Miſſio- 
naries therefore contrived all manner of Ways 


to compaſs it. They compiled a Vocabulary 
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Malabar -Langnage. — 
of ſome Thoufands of Words, being aſſiſted 
therein by a' Malabar School: maſter, whom 
they had hired for that Purpoſe. In the Pre- 
ſence of this Man they heard every Word right- 
ly ſpelled, with the true Pronunciation . added 
in Latin Letters, and the Signification put un- 
der it. But after all the Pains thus taken, 
they were ſtill in the dark, as to the Gram- 
matical Conſtruction of the Words; the School- 
maſter being unacquainted with Grammar- 
Learning, and fo altogether unable to give 


em any ſatisfactory Inlet into the true Con- 


ſtruct ion of that intricate Language. | 
&.4. After they had thus grappled a while 
with many Difficulties, they did light at laſt 
on ſome Rudiments of a Malabarian Grammar, 
drawn up by a Popiſh Miſſionary, ſent thither 


by the French King. They alſo met with ſome _ 


Books compoſed in Malabarick, by Roman- 
Catholick Prieſts. Which, though they were 
ſtocked with many pernicious Errors, proved 
however very helpful towards attaining a 
competent Knowledge of that Language. 
They at leaſt furniſhed the Miſſionaries with 
Words and Phraſes favouring of a Chriſtian 
Stile and Temper; they being put to it in 
the midſt of ſo copious a Language, to find 
Words expreſſive enough for the Delivery of 
the Myſteries of the Goſpel, and cleared at the 
ſame Time from the Leaven of Heatheniſh 
Fancies and Superſtitions. The beſt of theſe 
Books, contained a Collection of the Goſpel- Leſſons 
uſed throughout the Year. | 
ceeding uſeful ty them. They picked out all 
ſuch Phraſes as they thought proper for their 
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Deſign, and, after having printed em upon the 
Memory, daily applied them in their Con- 
verſation with others. And by theſe unin- 
terrupted Endeavours, Mr. Ziegenbalgh, who 
laid himſelf entirely out for gaining the Mala- 
barick, made ſo ſucceſsful Advances, within 
the Compaſs of Six or Eight Months, that he 
began to perform the Part of a Catechiſt in 
'that Language, and was able to underſtand 
pretty well what was deliver'd by others. 
S8. 5. In providing Books for the People they 
were to inſtruct, there was no leſs Difficulty. 
The Fundamental Points of Chriſtianity were 
firſt taken down in the Portugzeze Tongue, and 
out of this, by the Help of another, acquainted 
with both Languages, turned again into Mala- 
barick. And whereas the Art of Printing was 
altogether unknown upon that Coaſt, Tran- 
ſcribing was to ſupply the Place of the Preſs; 
which as it required more Hands, ſo it in- 
_ creaſed alſo the Coſt conſiderably. About the 
latter End of the Year 1707. Mr. Ziegenbalgh 
had ſo far overcome the moſt knotty Difficul- 
tics of this Tongue, that he himſelf drew up 
a Compendium of a Malabarick Grammar, for 
the Uſe of ſuch as might perhaps come after 
him on the ſame Errand. And it were to be 
wiſhed, that this and other Languages, neceſſa- 
ry for ſuch a Deſign, might be learned before 
any Perſon was actually ſent on the Miſſion to 
ſuch remote Countries. And how happily 
might this be effected, if, under the Bleſſing of 
God, either in Europe, or in India it ſelf, a 
College or Seminary were erected for attaining 
thoſe Languages, that would qualify a Man — 
b | ; 5 „„ : 1 e 
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Malabar-Language. 9 
the intended Miſſion? The happy Effect here- 
of would be, that then a Labourer in the Goſ- 
pel could enter immediately into fo large a 
Field as the Heathen World is, both in the 
Eaſt and in the Weſt, and with a ready Hand 
ſcatter the Seed of the Goſpel on the Ground 
allotted him by Providence. But as this would 
be a Publick Conſtitution, and a noble Step to- 
wards planting the Goſpel throughout the 
whole World; ſo it doth require a far greater 
Number of publick-ſpirited Men, than as yet 
are either able or willing to go on this Work. 
However, divine Providence moveth by many 
ſecret Ways to its own propoſed Ends, and is 
often pleaſed, to execute thoſe Deſigns in the 
ſucceeding Ages, of which we ſee but a ſmall 
Beginning, and as it were a Shadow, in the 
preſent. 

S8. 6. What hath been ſaid hitherto of the 
Difficulty of the Malabarick Language, as one 
of the firſt Impediments a Miſſionary is to ſtrug- 
gle with, the ſame holds alſo in relation to 
the Portugueze; theſe two Languages being as 
it were the two Hands deſign'd for managing 
this ſpiritual Husbandry in the Heathen 
World. The Miſſionaries complain, they could 
have no better Helps in learning this Language 
before their Departure from Europe; it being 
of ſo eminent and extenſive a Uſe in the 
whole Oriental World. They alſo wiſh they 
had been furniſhed with more Porrugzeze 
Books, of which, they ſay, there was a great 
Scarcity in thoſe Parts, particularly of ſuch as 
treated upon ſpiritual or theological Subjects. 
And it was by good Providence, that they 

were 
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10 _ Diffeulty of the 


were ſupplied at laſt with a New Teſtamem 


and a Grammar, for getting that Language. 
What made it ſtill more difficult, was the 
vaſt Difference betwixt the vz/gar: DialeR, 


oke upon the Coaſt of Coromandel; and the | 


more refined one, uſed by the Natives of Portu- 
gal in Europe; this being the common Lan- 
guage wherein their Books are uſually penned 
and publiſhed. At this rate they were fain to 
acquaint themſelves firſt with the better Dia- 
lect, as the Foundation of the other; and 
then to conform that again to the Country- 
Language, as deliver'd by the Malabars, and 
Other Nations in the Indies. And theſe Ob- 
ſtructions were like ſo many Hedges, which 
they were to make their Way through, before 
they could ſo much as approach the Heathens 
with the Tidings of the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
For this Reaſon the Two laſt Miſſionaries, who 
arrived at the Cape of Good Hope in April 1709. 
began on Board the Ship to apply themſelves 
to the Portugueze Tongue; that fo they might 
not come altogether unprepared to the Buſineſs 
they were ſent upon. All which ſhews, how 
greatly a Miſſionary ſtands in need of ſuch Pre- 
paratory Helps, for proſecuting the better the 
Work he is to enter upon. 


F. 7. But that Things might be managed in 


a more regular Method, and with greater 


Hope of Succeſs, the Two firſt Miſſionaries a- 
greed betwixt themſelves, that, whilſt one was 
taken up with the Portuguexe, the other ſhould 
be entirely employ'd about the Malabarick; 
that ſo by theſe joint, though diſtinct, Endea- 
vours, they might gain the better upon the 
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_4 Charity- Schaal [et up. 12 
Partugueze Language. 11 
Hcathens; and, by different Ways, facilitate 
the intended Conqueſt of Souls, as the great 
End of the whole Undertaking, % 

F. 8. Tis a common Obſeryation of thoſe, 
that are any Ways employ'd about the Cure of 
Souls, that People grown old in a continued 
Series of Sinning, are generally more back- 
ward to be wrought into a good Temper, 

than the younger ſort of People. The Rea- 
ſon is, becauſe their Corruptions are, by a long 
and uninterrupted Practice, become Habits z. 
whereas Children are ſooner moulded, becauſe 
their Tempers are yet pliant and ductil. 
This hath been one Motive, that ſome well di- 
ſpoſed Perſons in ſeveral Nations, have ſet up of 
late Charity-Schools, for the Education of Youth, 
according to the Maxims of Chriftianity, in 
Hopes, that ſuch timely Endeavours may have 
a prevailing Influence, if not upon the pre- 
ſent, yet upon the ſucceeding Generation, af- 
ter theſe tender Plants are grown up to a uſe- 
ful Maturity, by the gracious Aſſiſtance of 
Heaven. | 
§. 9. The Miſſionaries were convinced of this 
great Truth, ſoon after their Arrival jn the Eaſt- 
Indies. They began to think of a Charity- School in 
the ſame Year in which they landed at Tranque- 
bar, as one of the moſt effectual Means for ſaving 
ſome from that thick Darkneſs and Blindneſs, 
which overſpread the pagan World. They 
picked up for that Purpoſe a few Malabar Boys, 
ſuch as they were, and laid the Foundation 
of a Charity-School, about the latter End of the. 
Year 1706. And to ſhew the Heathens as ma- 
ny engaging Marks of Love, as poſſibly they 
| = could ; 
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Prejudices, that are obvious among old Hea- 
thens, they are judged the fitteſt Subjects for 
receiving juſt Notions of the Dignity of the 
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12 A Charity-School ſet up. 


could; they not only inſtructed their Children 
gratis, but provided many alſo with Food and 


Raiment, as their Exigency required. And 


this in the very Infancy of the Deſign, could 
not but leave a good Impreſſion upon the grown 


Heathens, who hardly ever before had ſeen any 
ſoch Thing as LO E in Chriſtians; except 
it were that Love which they uſually place on 
the Treaſures and Riches of India, making no 
Account of Dangers and Hardſhips, provided 
they can but compaſs them. For this ſort of 
Love, as it is but too obvious from the Con- 
duct of Chriſtians in theſe Parts; fo it hath 
diſgraced the beſt of Religions to a Prodigy, 
and rendred the Name of a Chriſtian ſcandalous 


to a Proverb. 


8. 10. Thus was the Foundation of a Charity- 
School laid, under very mean and contemptible 
Circumſtances. They reſolved at firſt, accord- 
ing to the Cuſtom of the Country, to pur- 
chaſe ſome Children for Money, that ſo they 
might have their Choice, and pick out the moſt 


promiſing of the whole Herd. But this De- 


ſign, though innocent in it ſelf, was ſoon laid 
aſide, for Fear of giving Occaſion to any, to 
raiſe from thence an ill Report on the whole 
Undertaking. As for the Temper of thoſe Pa- 
gan Children, *tis found upon Search, to be 


pliant and traQable, and far more eaſy to be 


formed into a Love of Chriſtianity, than that 
of the adult Heathens. And fince Children 
are not yet prepoſſeſſed with thoſe headſtrong 


Chri- 
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Chriſtian Religion. The Miſſionaries look up- 
on their School, as a hopeful Nurſery of ſuch 
Perſons as may, in Time, prove ſo many Or- 
naments to the Chriſtian Profeſſion; and, hav- 
ing their Lives poliſh'd by the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
may more effectually work upon their Coun- 
— than any Foreigner can ever pretend 
to do. | 

S. 11. The Miſſionaries did whatever they 
could, to ſee their Charity- School eſtabliſhed 
on a good Foundation. They did ſet up one 
Malabar School, and one Portugueze, ſharing 
the Management of theſe Schools betwixt them 
in ſuch a Manner, that one preſided over the 
Malabarick School, and the other over the 
Portugueze. They were aſſiſted by ſome Uſh- 
ers, when the Number of Children came to in- 


creaſe. But the more the Number of Chil 


dren increaſed, the more increaſed the Coſt al- 
ſo. One of the moſt expenſive Branches of the 
whole Undertaking, was the Tranſcribing of 
Books for the Uſe of their Schools, as hath 
been mentioned already. For this End 
they ſometimes employ'd Four, Five, Six, Or 
more Kanakappel, or Tranſcribers, according as 
the Exigency of the Work did require, and 
their own Circumftayces would allow. 

$. 12. But the Work did not ſubſiſt here: 


As the Deſign of the Miſſionaries was larger 


than to be confined to Children only; ſo they 
neglected no Opportunity of conferring alſo 
with the grown Heathens, about the eternal 
Truths of the Chriſtian Faith. They found 
them in general wonderfully bigotted to their 
Pagan Superſtitions. Some would now and 
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14 The Backwardneſs of old Heathens. 
then give great Attendance to what they heard *' 
delivered by the Miſſionaries; but, upon a 

| nearer Search, it was found to be but a meer 
Itch of Curioſity that prompted them to ir. 
Some went away with a ſtrong Impreſſion up- 
on their Minds, and ſo wonld return after a 
while to hear more. Some would conform to 
ſome Externals of the Chriſtian Religion; but 
it was with Regard not ſo much to Religion 
it ſelf, as to ſome Temporal Intereſt, which 
they expected from it. Theſe were like 
unto thoſe mentioned in the Goſpel, that 
followed our Lord with a Deſign, not to em- 
brace his Religion, but to eat of his Loaves, and 
to be filled. Some did actually make a Step to- 
wards Chriſtianity ; but were ſoon ſhaken, up- 
on the Approach of any Suffering, and ſo 
ſtarted back into the high Road of Paganiſm. 

Some were highly pleaſed, whilſt they heard 

the Miſſionaries talk of Contempt of the World; 

of an oat ward Reformation of Manners ; of ſome 

Severity uſed towards the Body; and of ſome 

other Branches of an auſtere Mortification: 

But as ſoon as they touch'd upon the grand 

Article of 7ESVUS CHRIS, as the Foun- 

dation, and the very vital Principle of all; 

and upon Baptiſm, as the firſt Inlet into a ſpi- 
ritual Life; they flinched from it, and ſaid, 

They could be happy without all this. So true it 

is, that CHRIST is unto the Jews, 4 Stum- 

Hing- block; and unto the Greeks, Fooliſpneſ. 

§. 13. And ſuch, and the like Impediments, 

would ſoon tire a Man's Patience, and break 
all his Meaſures, were it not that a Goſpel- 
| Labourer ought to conſider, that the Lord. ac- 
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counts with his Servants for their good and 
faithful Endeavours, whatever their Succeſs 
may prove. The Salvation of only one 
Soul, will abundantly - recompence a Miſſio- 
nary for all his Pains. Beſides this, *tis the 
Property of a pious Zeal, not to fhrink back 
at the Sight of a. Difficulty, but with a greater 
Confidence to rely on him, who alone is able 
to remove it. 

S. 14. As for the adult Heathens, that are 
willing to be initiated by. Baptiſm into the 
Chriſtian Faith, they are carefully inſtructed, 
tor ſome Months together, before that Sacra- 
ment is adminiſtred to them; that ſo the 
Miſſionaries . diſcover, at leaſt an Operation 
of the Spirit of God working within, and in- 
ſpiring them with a hearty Deſire to ſub- 
mit to the Rules of the holy Goſpel. We 


muſt * that the Devil, as the God 


of this World, hath an extraordinary Power 
in theſe vaſt Pagan Dominions, benighted ſo 
many Ages in heatheniſh Darkneſs, Superſti- 
tion, and Idolatry : They are thereby become 
à Cage of unclean Birds, and a Receptacle of 
Demons and wicked Spirits. This 1s perhaps 
the Reaſon, that ſome of the Carechumens are 
now and then haunted by moſt terrible 
Temptations; the Enemy'of Souls terrifyi 

them one Time with diabohcal Viſions, and 
at another, with frightful Suggeſtions offer'd 
ro the Mind from within. So unwilling ke is 
to quit one of his wonted Palaces ! And this 
uſually befals them much about the Time of 
their approaching Baptiſm, From whence it 
may appear, what muſt be expected in At- 
. | | tempts 
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16 A Malabarich Church built. 
tempts of this Nature, viz. that the Powers 
df Darkneſs will, with the utmoſt Malice and 
Virulency, diſpute every Inch of Ground, 
whenever the Time approacheth, that the 
Gentiles ſhall be called to the Light of the 


Goſpel ;, and the Kings of theſe Pagan Territories 
ſhall walk in the Brightneſs thereof. \ 
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„„ 
A Church is built for the Uſe of the Mala- 
barians. Image-Worſhip of the Heathens. 
The wicked Life of the Chriſtians greatly 
obſtructs the Converfion of Heathens : Par- 
ticularly, their Uncharitableneſs towards 
thoſe that are newly converted. | This is 
owned by the ſoberer Papiſts themſelves. 
Heathens converted to Chriſtianity, are 
perſecuted by their Country-men. Some 
Account of the Divinity of the Malaba- 
rians. Of their Prieſts, Poets, and Wits. 
of the Pleaſantneſs of their Worſhip. 


§. 1. HE Miſſionaries obſerving that, in 
1 \ Proceſs of Time, their own Houſe 
would prove too ſmall for preaching, catechiz- 
ing, and adminiſtring the Sacraments; they 
took up Thoughts about Building a, Church for 
their better Conveniency. Many look'd upon 
this as a raſh Attempt, and ſuppos'd it would 
hardly come to any Thing at all. However, they 
| | went 


went about it without Delay, laying out upon 


it, whatever they could poſſibly ſpare of their 


Salary, and happily finiſhed it at laſt, to the 


no {mall Furtherance of the whole Undertak- 


ing, and the Diſappointment of thoſe, that 


thought it to be impracticable. It was con- 


ſecrated in the Month of Auguſt; the Eighth 
Sunday after Trinity 1707. in the Preſence of a 
numerous Company of Heathens, Mahometans, 
and Chriſtians; who had a Sermon preached 
to them, both in Malabarick and Portugueze. 
And from that Time they had a fairer Op- 


portunity, as well as a larger Field, for ſpread- - 
ing the Seed of the Goſpel, among all Manner 


of People; every one being allowed to come 


In, let him be Heathen, Mahometan, Papiſt, or 
Proteſtant. ALD 22 DOE; 

F. 2. By the Way it may be obſerved, 
that nothing of a Picture or Image muſt be ſeen 


in any Church, deſign'd for the Benefit of the 


? 


| 


Heathens, for fear of giving Offence to the 
Malabarians, whenever they happen to ſtep in. 
For the Images of their Gods being, from 


their Childhood, ſo deeply impreſſed on their 
Brain,* the very Sight of a Picture is enough 


to ſtir up a religious Fancy, and bring their 


former Image-Worſhip to their Memory again. 
Thus it hath once happened, that a Malaba- 
rian coming into the Daniſh Church at Tran- 
quebar, and ſpying the Image of a Lion 
there, he lifted up his Hands, and very de- 
voutly made his Schalam, or religious Bow, 
to it, ſuppoſing it to be an Idol of the Chri- 
ſtians, ſet up there for publick Worſhip and 
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| Adoration. 
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68. 3. And by this means ſeveral Obſtacles, 
hindering the Converſion of Heathens, were, 
by little and little, removed, and a Way 
made more effectually to promote the Good of 
their Souls. But one of the ſtrongeſt, Impedi- 
ments, and perhaps the ſtrongeſt of all, is 
The ſcandalous and corrupted Life of the Chri- 
ſtians, dealing with, and reſiding among, em 
theſe many Vears paſt. The daily Sight they 
have of their Diſcrders and Impiety, of their 
Luſt and Gluttony, of their Vanity and Love of 
Pleaſure, of their greedy and inſatiable Avarice, 
of their Pride and Inſolency, of the Cunning 
and Fraud in their Employments, Trades and 
Occupations, of the Slight they put upon their 
own God and Religion, of their. ridiculi 
every Thing ſacred; in a Word: The Sight 
they have of the EARTH LT MINDED- 
NEsSsS of Chriftians, is fo great an Obſtacle, 
as lyeth altogether out of the Reach of Men 
to remove. Tis this Deluge of Wickedneſs, 
whereby the Name of CHRIST is become 
-a Stench in the Noſtrils of the Heathen, and 
which is not to be worn off but by a con- 
trary Practice of a more Heavenly Life and 
Converſation. e 190110; 
8. 4. Some have obſerved, that it is become 
a By-word among the Heathens, in their Dealings 
with Chriſtians: Doſt thou think me a Chriſtian, 
that I would go about to deceive thee? The 
famous Francis Xavier, called the Apoſtle of rhe 
Indies, for his unwearicd Pains in propagating 
Religion in the Eaſt, found, at his e 
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Propag ation of the Goſpel. 19 
the City of 60 A abounding with ſuch fla- 
grant Sins and Enormities, that he was fain 
to lay aſide a While, his Thoughts of con- 
verting the Heathens, and to attempt firſt the 
Converſion of his own Countrymen, who liv'd 
more lile Idolaters thau Chriſtians. (AY 


Joſephus Acoſta, who laboured for Fiftcen 


Years together, in the Converſion of the Ins 
habitants of Peru, in the Weſt-Indies, confeſ- 
ſeth freely, He did not find any Impediment 
more obſtructive to the Propagation of the Goſpel, 
than the Impiety of the Chriſtians. (b) The labori- 
ous Mr. John Eliat, ſtyled the American Apoſtle, 
and his Fellow-Labourers in the Work of the 
Goſpel, very much lament the Vice of Prun- 
kenneſs, ſo much in Vogue amongſt the Hea- 
thens there: But they add withal, that the 
Chriſtians were the firſk that ' brought ſtrong 
Drink in their Way; and acquainted them with 
the Practice of a Sin, which was altogether 
unknown to the Pagans before. Where they 
alſo lament the meiden Drudgery, to which 
the Heathens were put by the Chriſtians;; 
and that, at the ſame Time, ſo little Care 
was taken about their precious and immortal 
Souls; nay, that they confined their Slaves to 
a deſtroying Ignorance, —_— for fear of — 845 


(a) See Xavier's Life, B. II. p. 92. ſeqq. made En- 
[b) Solent plurimum Indorum veram converſionem re- 
tardare peſſimi exempli mores, Nullam revera ego gra- 
diorem difficultttem ſentio in hac cams. De proec* 
rand. Indorum ſalute, hb, II. cap. 18. 2 
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the Benefit of their Vaſſalage, if they ſhould at- 
rain the Knowledve of Chriſtianity. (CY 
S. 5. The moſt fatal Conſequence of all this 
is, that the Corruption of the Chriſtians is, 
by. the Heathens, father'd upon ' Chriſtianity 
it ſelf; and their Religion regarded, as the ve- 
ry Cauſe and productive Principle of ſo ſtrange 
a Depravation of Manners. They ſay, that a 
good Religion, and a bad Life, are Things altogether 
inconſiſtent with one another; and they judge 
of the Goodneſs of a Religion, by the Good- 
neſs of Life and Manners ſhining in its Pro- 
feſlors. The moſt moving. Eloquence is not 
able to make Heathens believe, this to be a 


| good Religion, that doth not actually form a 


tt 


(c) Eliots Life, p. 143,151, A 
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Man into a good Life. And for this Reaſon, 


the Miſſionaries have been often interrogated 
by. them: Whether it would not be better, 
to tell their own Countrymen all theſe fine 
Things, wherein they did ſet forth the Chriſtian 
Religion, as the beſt of all? Whether the 
Chriſtians themſelves did believe, what they 
faid of the Excellency of their Religion, to 

be true? If they did, Why their Life was fo 
contradictory to their Belief? Whether the 
Chriſtians in Europe led as wicked Eives as 
thoſe in the Eaſt-Indies? And when the Hea- 
thens obſerved the Chriſtians purſue their wont- 
ed Pleaſure, ſoon after their publick Worſhip 
was over, they took up a Notion from hence, 
as if, the very Preachers, in their ordinary 


Sermons, did teach People all that diſſolute 


2 Life, 
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Life, and encouraged them in the daily Pra- 
ctice thereof. And for this Reaſon, ſome 
Well-wiſners to the fpiritual Welfare of the 
Pagan World, cannot but wiſh, that ſuch Men 
were ſent among 'em, as might be Proof a- 
gainſt the Temptations of ſo infectious Places; 
and that, particularly, ſuch Goſpel-Labourers 
were pitch'd upon, as were ſincerely bent 
upon gaining Souls to Chriſt rather, than 
Riches to themſelves. For, how can they 
vindicate the Religion of Chriſt, from the 
Diſgrace it lieth under, whilft they do not 
ſhew unto the Heathens, a true Conqueſt 
of that Vanity of Mind, which, according to 
the Apoſtle's Deſcription, maketh one of the 
principal Ingredients of the Converſation of the 
Gentiles, before they come to learn CHRIST, 
and the TRUTH that is in him? 

S. 6. Another Obſtacle, - whereby Heathens 
are debarred ſrom the Religion of Chriſt, 1s 
the great Uncharitableneſs of the Chriſtians, to 
the Converts to their Religion. This Stain is 
chiefly brought upon the Chriſtian Religion, 
by the diſorderly Conduct of the Roman-Ca- 
tholicks in thoſe Parts. Abundance of Proſe- 
lytes, brought over by them to the Church of 
Rome, are, after their Baptiſm, left in ſuch 
pinching Straits, as oblige them to beg their 

Bread at other Peoples Doors. Tis certain, 
the Mal abarians are very much offended at the 
woful Sight of theſe Converts. They ſay, 
*twas but reaſonable, Chriſtians ſhould ꝓro- 
vide for thoſe that are become Proſelytes to 
their Religion, and not leave 'em to the wide 
World, where they muſt perifh in Want and 
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a... a. of the Impediments of the 
Miſery. This is the Conduct of the Romiſh 
| Miſſionaries ih the Eaſt-Indies; whether it 
be, that they think they have done their Du- 
ty, after they have ſeen their Converts ſprin- 
kled with Water; or whether it be for Want 
of Love and good Will to ſupport them. 
The worſt of all is, that their Proſelyres are 
generally left too empty of the moſt ſubſtan- 
tial Part of Rehgion ; the Converfion they 
make being not ſo mnch a Converſion from 
Darkrieſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan 
unto God, (as the Apoltle of the Gentiles ſets 
forth the End of his Miſſion,) as from one 
Piece of Pageantry to another. | N 
§. 7. The hard Fate of theſe new Converts, 
bemoaned by the Proteſtant Miſſionaries, is 
freely owned by the ſoberer Papiſts them- 
ſelves. When, about. the Year 1541. John III. 
then King of Portugal, ſent a Divine to Indlia, 
on Purpoſe to ſearch out the Cauſe of the little 
Progreſs Chriſtianity had made in thoſe 
Countries; it was found, that one of theſe 
Czuſes was, the uncharit able Temper of the Chri- 
ſtiams towards their Converts. For, when an 
Indian happened to be converted, they exer- 
ciſed no Charity towards him; and the Chil- 
dren of the Faithful, who dy'd Poor, were 
deſtitute of Succour in their Wants. (d) And 
for this Reaſon, the aforeſaid Father Xavier 
made it one of his firſt Endeavours, to conſider 
of Means, to remedy fo growing an Evil; and 
to excite the Chriſtians to provide for the 
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(d) Aavier's Life, B. II. p. 133. 
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Subſiſtence of the young Iadians, newly con- 


ſtian Manner, and Children were betimes 


the farther Growth and Progreſs of Pagani ſm; 


men, as ſoon as they embrace Chriſtianity. 


though the Impulſe of natural Charity be ſo 


of their Prieſts An Pee 
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verted to their Religion. And he ſucceeded {o 
well in his Attempt, that, ſoon after, a Semi- 
nary, for the Children of Goa, was erected and 
endowed ;' and being afterwards, by the Li- 
berality of others, enlarged, it was called, the 
Seminary of holy Faith. And doubtleſs, if ſuch | 
a Conſtitution was managed in a truly Chri- 


committed to the Tuition of Chriſtian Ma- 
ſters, it would put a moſt effectual Stop to 


for whilſt theſe tender Plants were timely re- 
moved out of ſb barren a Wilderneſs, into a 
good Soil, the old Stock wenld daily leſſen, 
and, in Time, die away entirely. 5 N 

F. 8. What adds no ſmall Weight to the 
Affliction of new converted Heathens, is the 
Perſecution they ſuffer from their own Country- 


Every one that turns Chriſtian, is baniſhed 
immediately from all that he hath, (except he 
be himſelf the Head of a Family,) and ntterly 
abandoned by all his Friends and Relations. 
They look upon him as the vileſt Wretch 
that ever lived; and he-muft expect no Fa- 
vour from any Malabarian whatſoever. And 


ſtrong in this People, that one may ſooner 
find a hundred Beggars among Chriſtians, than 
one among Malabarians; yet whenever Reli- 
ion is concerned in the Matter, and any 
Thing turns to the Contempt of their Gods, 
they. rhen think, they have Reaſon enough to 
put off the Bowels of their wonted Humanity, 
3 G 
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24 Of the Divinity of the Heathens. 
and ſhew an implacable Grudge to their Fel- 
Jow-Creatures, Which, in ſome Degree, may 
make good what ſome have obſerved, viz. 
That no Hatred in the World is attended with 
greater Rage and Virulency, than what is raiſed 
upon the Account of Religion. (e) However, a 
fe Inſtances have been known of ſome of the 
moſt untractable Malabarians, who thus far 
have been mollified, by the winning Conduct 
of ſome of their converted Countrymen, that 
they not only have freely converſed with 
them, but ſhewn em alſo real Tokens of 
Love and Charity. Which may teach us, 
on the contrary, what an holy Violence 
the Religion of Chriſt is accompanied with, 
in thoſe that truly profeſs it; and that now 
and then a moſt obſtinate Temper is fain to 
yield to its celeſtial Light and Convictions. + 
§. 9. An exact Knowledge of the Malabar- 
Divinity, in all its Branches and Articles, may 
prove uſeful for laying open the better, the 
very Foundation on which the idolatrous Wor- 
ſhip of Pagars is raiſed. Mr. Ziegenbalgh hath, 
tor this Reaſon, purchaſed a good Number of 
their Divinity-Books, to the End that, by 
gaining a competent Inſight into the Tem 
| 0 


— 


—ẽ —y W — —— — > _ — 
* - 


e) Qui: ſperaſſer, tantillam fronte prima quæſtionem 
(de regim.ne Eccleſiæ) tantas procellas, terræque mot us 
Sigel, excitare potuiſſe? Apparuit hic etiam, que 
fit Jeli vit, ſi pro Dec & conſcient iarum libertate inar- 
deſcat, five recte, ſroe ſecus: & quanta circumſpettione fit 
opus, ft tandem ſibilus aure lenis, ſalutareſque ipſius Dei 
Ziformationes, audiri debent. Comen. Paræneſ. de Bono 
Uoitar. ad Eccleſ. Anglic. hg - 22 
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Of their Prieſts and Poets. 
of their Divinity, he may, in Time, ſtrike at 
the very Baſis thereof, and, after the Removal 
of ſuch Superſtitions, clear the Way for the 
Knowledge of CHRIST, and the Oeconomy of 
Salvation, by Him eſtabliſhed. * The Heathens 
have a Sort of an Analogy and Coherence, of 
all the fabulous Principles of their Theology. 
One of the principal Branches of the Body 
of their Divinity, runs upon the Knowledge 
of the Genealogy of the Gods; of their won- 
derful Exploits, and warlike Atchievements; 
of their Battles, and other Tranſactions per- 
formed in the Fourteen Worlds, where they 
command. And becauſe there is ſo vaſt a 
Number of Gods, He is reputed the moſt & 
minent Divine among em, that can beſt re- 
hearſe the Names of their firſt-Rate Idols; 
without mentioning their - Underlings, and 
middle-{1zed Gods, depending on thoſe, and 
which are, as 1t, were, the Vicegerents of the 
ſuperiour Gods, in the ſeveral Provinces com- 
mitted to their Truſt. | © _ 

F. 10. Tis not to be expreſſed with what 
ridiculous Tales and Fictions, the Bramins and 
Poets have peſtered the Heathen World. The 
former are the Idol-Prieſts, and the latter, the 
Wits and Scholars of that- populous. Nation. 
The Bramins pretend to be a ſinleſs and un- 
ſpotted Offspring of the great God Bruma, 
and that conſequently, the Blood of the 
Gods is running in their Veins. Some derive 
their Name and Pedigree from the Brachmans, 
the ancient Sages of the Indians; who were 
Men altogether addicted to a retired and 
contemplative Life. They did hardly endure 
725 any 
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any Pagod at all, much leſs any offenſive Image 
therein: Whereas in the Payods of the modern 
Bramins, one may ſee Numbers of Pictures 
herded together, and of moſt foul and mon- 
ſtrous Shapes too. Which too viſibly betrays 
the filthy Notions they have of the Deity, 
and how far they have ſtifled in them theſe 
innate Notices, whereby God, as the original 
Pattern of all TRUTH, hath in ſome De- 
gree copied himſelf out in the Minds of 
Mankind. It may prove a lively Comment 
upon the firſt Chapter to the Romans, where 
the Apoſtle ſets forth at large, the abomina- 
ble Degeneracy of the Gentiles, from the No- 
tions engraven on the rational Nature, and 
the terrible Judgments attending it. Becauſe 
that when they knew God, (by that glimmering 
Light which ſhineth in the Conſciences of all 
Men, ) they glorified him not as God; but became 
vain in their Imaginations, and their fooliſh 
Heart was darkned. — —— They changed the 
Glory of the incorruptible God, into an Image made 
like to corruptible Man, and to Birds, and four- 
footed Beaſts, and creeping Things. ———— For 
this Cauſe, God gave them up to Uncleanneſs, and 
vile Affections, &c. By the Way we may ob- 
ſerve, what'a dreadful Account Chriſtians 
will be called to, if they leave unimproved 
the higher Light beſtow'd upon them by Pro- 
vidence. If Sentiles have been f ſeverely 
handled, for not living up to the dim Moon- 
light of Nature; how ſhould Chriſtians eſ- 
cape, on whom the Sun of Righteouſneſs is 
Tiſen; and who, beſides theſe common No- 
tices, printed on the Conſciences of all _ 

ave 


I CCL aner, UE DUNY 


Unitat. ad Eccleſ. Anglic. page 2. 


— —- — r — 
— 


— = ———_ 


is - 


5 = W— _ - — — — Gas” woo — — — — 
ö - _ 


* * * 
* x 4 : : . N " . 
%, $a" wy 1 8 
* — . $ * 12 5 1 S # , 
1 4 : 4 


* 
we 
* 2 


8 


Of their Prieſts and Poets. 27 


have tranſmitted unto them the Oracles of a 
revealed Religion? 


S. 11. But to return to the Bramins; tis to 


be farther known, that their Prieſthood is 


hereditary. It deſcends from the Father to the 
Sons; and theſe marrying, again the Daughters 
of other Bramins, their Race is thereby mul- 
tiphed to an infinite Bulk. This is a great 
Clog to the Pagan World. They have little 
of the Gravity and Wiſdom of the ancient 


| Brachmans ;, except ſome few, who will make 


Shew of a very auſtere and mortified Life. 
But, for the Generality, they are an ignorant 
Sort of People, and, for this Reaſon, zealous 
Votaries to their uſual Superſtitions, whoſe 


Antiquity they will plead, upon Occaſion, 'to 


keep the People in the Bondage of Paganiſm. 
They are reputed by many as great Saints, as 
poor and wretched as they are. They di- 
ſtinguiſh themſelves from the common People, 
by a heatheniſh Idolet, faſtned to their Breaſt, 
and by a particular Ointment, made chiefly 
of Afhes and Cow-dung, wherewith they a- 


noint their Breaſt and Forehead; a Cow being 


in great Eſteem among them, and look d up- 
on as having ſomewhat ſacred in it. 
§. 12, As for their Poers, who are, as was 
hinted above, the Wirs and learned Men in 
that Country ; they are generally the greateſt 
Oppoſers of the Maxims of Chriſtianity. 
Their Brain is ſwelled with numberleſs Tales 
and Fictions, relating to the Lives, Actions, 
Marriages, Children, and Adventures of their 
Gods. And whenever they entertain their 
Admirers, with an Account of ſome ſtrange 
| Acci- 
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Accident or other, among ſo vaſt a Variety of 
Gods, they tell them only, that thoſe Things: 
| Happen'd in ſuch and ſuch a World, without 
' TFhinking themſelves oblig'd to alledge any o- 


3 


ther Proof for it. And at this rate, they 
hammer a Multitude of popular Errors into. 
Peoples Heads; and thereby prepoſſeſs em a- 
gainſt the Doctrine of Chriſt. They make 
-rhem believe, that the old Malabar-Religion 
is the beſt of all, as having far more Sport and 
Pleaſantneſs in it, than the new-fangled Wor- 
{ſhip of Chriftians, altogether deſtitute of ſuch 
agreeable Amuſements. This, they ſay, re- 
quireth too much of an inward Mortification, 
and hath nothing in it to delight a Man's Fancy. 
Which, in a Manner, may be true enough : 
For whilſt the poor Heathen hunts after Plea- 
fure, in a Huddle of ſuch material Objects as, 
by fome imaginary Tranſports, alarm the 
Senſes, and fire the Paſſions; he cannot expect 
to partake of thoſe ſublimer and more refined 
Pleaſures, which the Living God hath reſerved 
for thoſe only, that have a Heart to receive 
them. Their Joy is much a-kim To the Joy, 
which the Admirers of Plays, and Readers of 
Romances, reap from the fictitious Repreſenta- 
tions of another Man. For as thoſe give up 
their Paſſions to the Dreams of the Romancer, 
(as to ſo many blind and hood-wink'd Guides) 
10 is the Malabarian pleaſed with the inſipid 
Tales of his Prieſts and Poets, far more thau 
with the ſubſtantial Recreation of . Chriſtians. 
But ſo far is the Nature of Men degraded 
from a Real Injoyment of Things, and hurried 
away into a Purſuit of empty Dreams and 
FEictions! 5 CHAP. 
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Scarcity of the New Teſtament in Portugueze. 
The Malabar Tranſlation of the New Te- 
ſtament is begun, and finiſhed. Ihe De- 
ſeen is incouraged by ſeveral European 
Nations. The Letters of the Miſſionaries ars 
pauubliſbed in England, where they meet 
with a favourable Acceptance. A Propoſal 
is printed. A Correſpondence ſettled. The 
Miſſionaries are choſen correſponding Mem- 
bers by the Society for Propagating Chri- 
ſtian Knowledge. They are ſupplied from 
England with 4 Printing-Prefs. An Im- 
preſſion of the New Teſtament in Portu- 
gueze is procured, and a good Number 
of Copies ſent to the Eaſt-Indies. Same 
O bſtructions happen. One of the Miſſiona- 
ries arriveth at London. Some youns Men 
come over from Hall, with a Font of Ma- 
labarick Types, deſigned for the Service of 
the Miſſion. They embark on Board the 
Engliſh Fleet. TE 


ISO H E Miſſionaries had overcome moſt 
| of the Difficulties accruing from the 
Two aforeſaid Languages, and were now en- 
deavouring to bring over as many Heathens 
as they could, to a ſaving Knowledge of 
Chriſt. The greateſt Obſtruction which re- 
mained, was cauſed by the Warr of the divine 
3 | 7 Oracle: | 
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Oracles in theſe two Languages, and they had 
hardly any Proſpect, how to compaſs a Deſign 
of ſo great an Importance. The New Teſta- 
ment in Portuguexe was extream ſcarce; and 
not to be purchaſed, even for ready Money. 
The two firſt Miſſionaries did, after their Ar- 
rival in the Eaſt, accidentally light on one 
ſingle Copy, printed in Batævia: And the Two 
laſt that follow'd them, bought one for three 
Specie- Dollars, at the Cape of Good Hope. As 
for the New Teſtament in Malabarick, it was 
in vain to look for any; ſince it was never 
tranſlated, except a few Paſſages of the Old, 
and of the New Teſtament, done heretofore by 
ſome Roman-Catholick Miſſionaries. And to 
enter upon an entire Tranſlation, ſeemed to be 
a Task, attended with almoſt inſurmountable 
Difficulties. Not, as if this Language was not 
expreſſive enough, for uttering and explaining 
the ſacred Writings ; but by Reaſon of its Sin- 
gularity, and particular Way of Delivery, alto- 


gether differing from the Languages in Europe. 


F. 2. But notwithſtanding all thoſe Diffcu!- 
ties, which ſeemed to ſtifle all Hopes of com- 
paſſing it; Mr. Ziegeubalgh, who was the 
greateſt Proficient in this Language, engaged at 
laſt in ſo laborious an Enterprize. He had, 
beſides the Original Text, a few other Verſions, 
together with ſome of the ableſt Commentators 
by him, as helptul Means for ſteering ſafely 
his Courſe in fo unbeaten a Road. The Di- 
viſion of the Chaprers hath been preſerved 
entire; but it was im poſſible to keep cloſe to 


the Diſtinction of Verſes, usd in the European 


Tranſlations. The Reaſon is, che particular 
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of the New Teſtament. 31 
Genius and Idiom, whereby this. Language is 
diſtinguiſfèd from all the reſt. The Con- 
ſtruction requireth often, that ſome Verſes be 
tranſpos'd, and that ſome Words come in at 
the End, which, in other Languages, ſtand in 
the Front. Beſides this, there is neither Com- 
ma, Colon, nor Semicolon, to be met with; and 

therefore no Verſe can be fully concluded, 
but where there is a Full-point, in an Europea 
Language. If theſe Proprieties of Speecli be 
neglected, and Things transfus'd at random, 
no Malabarian will be able to apprehend the |: 
Senſe or Meaning of what he readeth. 

S. 3. Before the ſaid Miſſionary enter d up- 
on the Defign, he tranſlated ſome other ſmall 
Treatiſes into Malabarick. This he did, to 
make Trial of his Skill, in ſo weighty an Un- 
dertaking, being, unwilling to venture upon 
the Tranſlation of the divine Oracles, till fuch 
Time as he was Maſter of a clean and ready 
Style in that Language. The Beginning of this | 
Work was made October 17th, 1708. and, after 
many Difficulties, was happily finiſh'd March 21. 
1711. to the no ſmall Furtherance of the Miſſio- 18 

naries that are ſent already, and of thoſe that are 

to be ſent hereafter, on the ſame Deſign. But 
all theſe Labours, thongh laudable in them- : 
ſelves, were as yet but ſo many Preliminary {If 
Steps towards ſettling the Work on a better 
Foundation in Time: For this could not be ||| 
effected, til the Miſſionaries were ſupplied | 


a ares i a © ed 


— — — 


id. 


9 
a — — —— 4 * — 
—_— —— ————»-— ——— n 


with a Printing-Preſs, and Thereby enabled to 
publiſh that ſacred Book, in fo ample a Man- 
ner, that others alſo might partake of a k 
Bleſſing, which was now brought ſo near 
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32 / the Contribution 
their. Home. And here we muſt leave the 


Miſſionaries a while, with the Malabar Verſion 
of the Nem Teſtament, and briefly rehearſe, 


what Aſſiſtance ſome European Nations have 


contributed hitherto, towards reclaiming the 
Infidels from the Ways leading to everlaſting 
, LIT LOT 
FS. 4. When the firſt Calleckion of the Eaſt- 
India Letters was printed in High- Dutch, it 
had ſo good an Effect in Germany, that many 
were excited to wiſh well to ſo Chriſtian an 
Enterprize. Some alſo were inclined to con- 
tribute liberally towards ſuch Helps as were 
found wanting. Several good Sums have ac- 
cordingly been made over, at divers Times, 
for ſupporting and enlarging the Work once 


begun. And as an Hiſtorical Narration of its 
Frogreſs, hath all along been ſucceſſively pub- 


liſhed, from the Miſſionaries Letters; ſo the 
Contributions have likewiſe continued to this 


Day; though not altogether ſufficient for 


making any conſiderable Addition to the Un- 
dertaking. The like Favour they have alſo 
met with in Denmark, whence ſeveral chari- 


table Contributions have been remitted to 
Tranquebar, gathered by the Reverend Doctor 


Lutkens, one of His Majeſties Chaplains, and 


che very firſt Perſon that put the King upon 


this Chriſtian Attempt. But he being lately 
dead, the Miſſionaries have | loſt an eminent 
Benefactor, by the Death of that Gentleman. 

S. F. In the Year 1709. the Subſtance of the 


aforeſaid firſt Letters was publiſn'd in Engliſh, 


and dedicated ro the moſt Honourable CO R- 


PORATION, for Propagating. the Goſpel in 
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Foreign Parts. In the Year 1710. it was fol- 
lowed by another Abſtract of Letters, contain- 
ing an Account of the Progreſs of the Miſſion 
and of its various Letts and Obſtructions, | 
cauſed both by the idolatrous Heathens, and 
the wicked Lives of the Chriſtians. No 
ſooner did theſe Letters appear in Engliſh, 
but many publick-ſpirited Perſons began ſe- 
riouſly to lay to Heart ſo worthy an Under- 
taking, too ſparingly and ſuperficially at- 
tempted hitherto by Proteſtants. They con- 
ſidered of Helps and Means, whereby theſe 
{mall Beginnings, tending to the Converſion 
of Heathens, might be effe&ually ſupported. 
The Endeavours of theſe Gentlemen have pro- 
duced many good Effects already, and *tis 
hoped, will continue to do ſo; foraſmuch as 
they know, that their Labour is not in vain in 
the Lord. The Society for Promoting Chriſtian 
Knowledge, (f) did employ themſelves more 
particularly about this Affair, not altogether 
foreign to their own Conceraments at Home. 
In Effect, they reſolved to take upon them the. 
Management of ſuch Charities as, by well- 
diſpoſed Perſons, ſhould be put into their 
Hands, for the Support of the Miſſion. 

F. 6. In Purſuance of that Refolution, they 
drew up a Propoſal in September 1719. with a 
View chiefly of procuring an Impreſſwn of the 

New 
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(f) A voluntary Society of Clersy and Laitz at Lon- 
don, whoſe chief Deſign is, to promote. Charity-$civoojs, 
and to diſperſe pract val Treatiſes in GreatsBritain, ans 
ether Parts of Her Majeſty's Dominions. 


together, and 16 ne was tit co alt the Millio- — M 
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New Teſtament in Portuguexe, for the Uſe of 
che Miſſionaries, together with a Supply of 
Money, for enabling them to ſet up Charity- 
Schools among the Heathens in Malabar. By 
that Time this Propoſal had been publiſh'd for 
Two or Three Months, it pleas'd the Lord to 
move the Hearts of many Perſons, of both 
Sexes, and of all Ranks, in and about London, 
to ſo liberal a Charity, that the Society began 
to think of making the aforeſaid Propoſal, 
more ample and comprehenſive ; fo as to extend 
their Afﬀiſtance alſo to other Parts of India, 
and eſpecially to thoſe, where Britiſh Factories 
were erected. a 

F. 7. This being reſolv'd upon, the ſaid 
Propoſal was now publiſh'd the Second Time, 
with the additional Paragraph juſt mention- 
ed. There was alſo a Correſpondence ſettled 
in the moſt eminent Places, that are ſub- 
ject to Great Britain in India, to the End 
that, by this Correſpondence, they might the 
better acquaint themſelves with the moſt pro- 
per MEANS, to promote the Converſion 
of Heathens, as well as with the moſt 
material OBSTACLES that were like to 
obſtruct it. If the like combined Endeavours, 
raiſed on a regular Correſpondence, were us'd 
by the Proteſtant Churches in Europe, they 
might prove exceeding helpful for managing 
the Miſſion with a fairer Proſpe& of Succeſs, 
than hitherto has been effected; particularly, 
Jince the Progreſs thereof depends as much 
from Friends and Benefactors in Europe, as 
from the Miffionaries themſelves, that go on 
that Errand. And it was for the ſame End, 
that the Two firſt Miſſionaries were choſen 
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of ſome Perſons 


Correſponding Members, by the Society for Pro- 
mot ing Chriſtian Knowledge, in the Month of 
September 17106. oe 

S. 8. But that the Money already receiv'd, 
might be applied immediately to the Purpo- 
ſes for which it was beſtow'd ; the Society ap- 
pointed a Committee of their Members, to give 
ſuch Directions as they ſhould think fit, for a 
due Application thereof. And that no Time 
might be loſt, the whole Management was 
finally left to the ſaid Committee, who met ge- 
nerally twice or thrice a Week for that Pur- 
poſe, and ſo continued to do, till they had 
diſpatched what was judged neceſſary to be 
ſent by the Fleet, then going to India. And 
becauſe the Miſſionaries, as hath been hinted 
before, complained of the vaſt Labour and 
Charge they were at, in getting tranſcribed 
School-Books, and other Treatiſes, for inſtruct- 
ing the Heathens in the Doctrines of Faith; 
it was reſolved to take off, as ſoon as poſſible, 


ſo expenſive a Buſineſs, and to ſupply the 


Miſſionaries with a 


Printing-Preſs, and all the neceſſary Utenſils. 

Six Hundred Weight of Roman and Italict 
Types. 8 
One Hundred Ream of Paper. 


§. 9. Before theſe Goods were ſhippedoff, the 
Society took into their Service, one Mr. Jonas 
Finch, a Native of Sileſia, to go over as Printer 
with the ſaid Preſs, being inſtructed for that 
Purpoſe, ſome Time before the Departure of the 
Fleet. He had taught School for ſome Years 
together, and ſo he was fit to afliſt the Miſſio- 
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naries, in the Quality of a School-maſt er, be- 
ſides the Buſineſs of Printing. He was, at his 
ſetting out, provided with a good Number of 
Practical Books in Latin, Engliſh, and High- 
Dutch, both to diſperſe them, if any Oppor- 
tunity ſhould offer, and to ſee 'em tranflated 
into ſuch Language or Languages, as ſhould 
render them moſt uſeful in India. 25 
S. 10. The New Teſtament in Portugueze WAS 
now in the Preſs, to be ſent with all conve- 
nient Speed to the Aſſiſtance of the Miſſiona- 
ries. But the Goſpel of St. Matthew, being 
only printed off, when the Fleet failed, 
(which was 1n the Beginning of the Year 1711.) 
Two Hundred and Fifty Copies were ſent there- 
of by this Fleet, as a preſent Help for the 
Children of the Portugueze School. This was 
accompanied with a Preſent of Money in Fo- 
reign Silver, together with ſome Sums in 
Bills of Exchange, to enable the Miſhonaries 
to carry on more effectually their Deſign. All 
theſe Goods, together with the Perſon at- 
tending them, were embark'd Freight-free on 
one of the Ships of the Honourable Eaſt-India 
COMPANY, who have all along not only 
granted a free Paſſage to ſuch Perſons and Goods, 
as were deſign'd for a Support of this Work ; 
but have alſo moſt readily laid their Commands 
on their Governours in India, to protect and 
countenance the Proteſtant Miſſion in thoſe 
Parts. And undoubtedly would it be a moſt 
effectual Help, towards promoting ſo Chriſtian 
a Work, as the Converſion of Infidels is, if the 
Governours and Magiſtrates reſiding among, 
them, on behalf of Chriſtian Princes, did 
CON- 
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of ſome "Perſons. 37 
concern themſelves ſomewhat more, about 
the SPIRITU AL Good of thoſe Nations; 
or, according to the Apoſtle's Phraſe, did ſow 
ſpiritual Things unto the Heathens, that ſo 
they might reap their carnal Things again, with 
the greater Comfort and Benediction. By ſuch 
ſincere Endeavours Proteſtants would actually 
declare againſt that impious Maxim, heretofore 
receiv'd by the Spaniards, and charged upon 
them by ſome of their own Confeſſion, viz. 
That the Son of God, by his Blood, had not re- 
deemed the Souls of the Indians; and that no 
Difference was to be made betwixt theſe, and the 
vileſt Creatures upon the Earth. (g) 

S. 11. The New Teſtame t in Portugueze, in- 
tended for the Good of the Miſſion, was print- 
ed off about the latter End of the Year 1711. 
and amounted in all to 1250 Copies. Care 
was now taken, to ſee a competent Number 
tranſmitted to the Miſſionaries, by the next 
Fleet. The Gentlemen concern'd in this Mat- 
ter, did not think fit to make a larger Im- 
preſſion at preſent ; ſince theſe were ſuppos'd 
to ſuffice for this ſmall Beginning of the 
Goſpel-dawning in the Pagan World. After 
the Publication of this Book, ſeveral Perſons, 
knowing in the Portugueze, have communicated 
fome Remarks made upon the Tranſlation ; 
and which may be of good Uſe, if perhaps 
another, and more improv'd Edition, ſhould 
happen to ſee the Light hereafter. Of this 


W3 Edi- 


(g) See Tavernier's Relation du Faton, & la Cauſe de 
la Perſecution des Chreſtiens, p. 51. 
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38 Of ſome Obſtruftions. 
Edition had the Miſſionaries ſent 'em Two Hun- 
dred Fourteen Copies, in the Beginning of the 


Year 1712. together with a Set of Aathema- 
tical Inſtruments," to teach the Rudiments of 


that Science, to ſome young Malabarians, as 


well as to recommend themſelves the better to 
the Natives, by Things of this Nature. Be- 
ſides theſe, there were alſo preſented One Hun- 
dred fourteen Copies of the New Teſtament, to 
the Chaplains in the Britiſh FaQories; and to 
each Chaplain at Fort St. George, and Bengal, 
a Box of Engliſh Books, on Practical Subjects 


of Divinity, deſign'd as a Foundation of Two 


Lending Libraries in the ſaid Factories. 

F. 12. But as every Deſign, tending to pro- 
mote the Salvation of Souls, and thereby the 
Glory of God, as its ultimate End, uſually 
paſſeth through various Trials and Obſtructi- 
ons; ſo it fell out particularly in this Matter, 
attended hitherto with many illuſtrious Proofs 
of Providence, and a hopeful Proſpect of Suc- 
ceſs. In the Beginning of the Year 1712. the 
Society receiv'd Advice, that the Veſſel, which 
carried in her the Printer, Preſs, and Goods, 
was unfortunately tallen into the Hands of a 
French Squadron, at Rio de Janeiro, on the Coaſt 
of Brazil, and thereby ſtopt in her Progreſs 
to the Eaxſt-Tudies. By this unexpected Turn 
of Affairs, the Society's Printer was made a 


Priſoner, and the Goods became a Prey to the 


Enemy. And this ſeem'd to ruine at once 
this good Deſign, in its very Infancy. How- 
ever, as the Ship was afterwards ranſom'd, 
ſo the Printer, with the Preſs and Paper, re- 
gain'd alſo his Liberty; though he 4 7 
lie 
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Of a Font of Malabarick Types. 4 


died ſoon after, on the Voyage from Brasil 


07 ſame Obſtructions. 39 


to the Cape of Good Hope, whilſt the Printing- 
Preſs, with the Paper and Types, was carried 
to India, and deliver'd at laſt to the Miſſiona- 
ries at Tranquebar. And here, *tis hoped, it 
may, by the Bleſſing of God, produce {till the 
intended Effect, though retarded for a while 
by ſuch Accidents, as Providence often per- 
mits, for the Trial of thoſe that ingage in ſo 
momentous an Enterprize. For, as the Church 


of CHRIST hath been both founded and pro- 
pagated, in the Midſt of Croſſes and Tribulati- 


ons, and never degenerated more from her 
intrinſick Beauty and Brightneſs, than when 
worldly Splendour and Greatneſs came to be 
heaped upon her; ſo we muſt expect, that 
whenever the Church is to be recover'd into 
her firſt Power and Dignity, and planted a- 
mong Heathens and Infidels, ſhe muſt then re- 
turn to it, through the ſame Way of Croſſes 
and Trials, by which ſhe was founded at firſt. 

S. 13. There happen'd one Thing at Brazil, 
when the French took Poſſeſſion of the Ship, 


too material to be paſſed over in Silence. It 


relateth to the aforeſaid 250 Copies of the 
Goſpel of St. Matthew, deſign'd for the Por- 
tugueze Church and School at Tranquebar: But 
undergoing now the ſame Fate the reſt of 
the Goods did, they were ſeiz'd on by the 
French, and, upon Sight of their being Portu- 


guexe Books, diſpers'd among the Inhabi- 


rants of that Country: Where perhaps, un- 
der the gracious Influence of Heaven, they 


may prove helpful towards the Conviction of 
ſome of thoſe, in whoſe Hands they were 
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left. There remained alſo ſome Copies of Johx 
Arnd his True Chriſtianity in Latin, (h) together 

with ſome other Latin Treatiſes on edifying 

eas. 

| $. 14. About the Beginning of November 
1712. Mr. Henry Plutſcho, one of the Two 
firſt Miſſionaries to the Eaſt-Indies, arriv'd at 
London, after having embark'd at Madras, on 
Board an Engliſh Ship, September the 15th 1711. 
He brought with him a hopeful Malabarian 
Youth, baptiz'd at Tranquebar by the Name 
of Timothy, and deſign'd to be educated at 
Hall, for the Service of the Miſſion. The 
ſaid Miſſionary laid before the Socieiy, ſeveral 
Heads relating to the State of the Miſſion in 
thoſe Parts; together with the Impediments, 
whereby 1t was obſtructed ; and ſome Means, 
whereby it might be advanced, it thoſe that 
confeſs the Chriſtian Religion, would but unite 
Hearts and Hands, in attempting ſo glorious 
a Work; particularly, in ſuch Countries as 
are already ſubject to Proteſtant Powers in Eu- 
rope. During his Stay in England, where he 
was very Kindly received, he drew up a Brief 
Inſtruction in Portugueze, containing the Firſt 
Principles of Chriſtianity, which might ſerve 
inſtead of a Primmer, in the Schools at Tran- 
quebar. The Society ordered a Thouſand Copies 
to be printed off immediately, and Half of 
them to be ſent by the firſt. Fleet going to 
India. 

§. 15. Whilſt the Society were conſulting 

how to repair the Loſs of the Printer, deceas d 
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(h) Printed at London, in the Var 1708. 
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on the Coaſt of Brazil, Three young Men ar- 
rivd at London from Hall in Saxony, the 20th 
of December 1712. in order to embark for the 
Eaſt-Indies. They were deſigned to aſſiſt the 
Miſſionaries, one in the Quality of a School- 
maſter, and the other two as Printers; in or- 
der for the more ſpeedy, and more extenſive 
Publication of the glad Tidings of the Goſ- 
pel among the Heathens on that Coaſt. They 
carried with them, for that Purpoſe, a Font 
of Malabarick Types, brought over from Ger- 
many: And being recommended to the Aſſiſt- 
ance of the Society, they did them all the good 
Offices they could, both with reſpe& to the 
Eaſt-India COMPANY, with whoſe Fleet 
they were to go, and to other Perſons with 
whom they were concerned. They had Seventy 
five Ream of Paper given them for the Service 
of the Miſſion, together with ſome Porrugueze 
Books, as a Help to perfect the Miſſionaries in 
the Knowledge of that Language. All which [i 
the Honourable Directors of the E-/t-Tadia 
Company, generouſly allow'd to be ſent thi- 
ther on Board their Ships freight-free, to the 
no ſmall Satisfaction of all the Well-wiſhers to 
the Deſign, They embark'd about the latter 
End of Fanuary 1713. being particularly re- 
commended to the Society's Correſpondents at 


Madras, to lend them a Hand in the Work 
they were engaged in. 
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CHAP. IV. 
The Mfiſſionaries Highly affected with the Fin- 


ger of Providence hitherto appearing in 
this Work. The Printing-Preſs ſet up at 
 Tranquebar. A ſmall Treatiſe is Print- 
ed. Some Books, relating to the Malabar- 
Paganiſm, are ſent over. The preſent 
State of the Church and Schools at Tran- 


quebar. A Catalogue of ſome Malabar 
aud Portugueze Books. 


T was in the Month of Auguſt 1712. when 
the Miſſionaries at Tranquebar receiv'd at 
laſt the long-look d for Printing-Preſs, being 
ſent from England in the Beginning of the 
preceding Year. This Preſent, and the Soci- 
ety's Letter attending it, gave, as it were, a 
new Life to the whole Undertaking, which 
hitherto had lain languiſhing under various 
Trials and Diſappointments. They own in 
their Letters to the Society, and ſome other 
Friends in England, That they were moſt 
“ movingly affected with the Finger of divine 
“ Providence, which had ſtirr'd up ſo many 
be well-diſposd Perſons in England, to pro- 
ce mote the true Knowledge of Chriſt, not 
« only in Europe and the Weſt-Tndies, but alſo 
c in the Eaſtern Parts of the World; to the 
« End, that, after the Removal of the profane 
te Superſtitions of Heatheniſm, theſe might 
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(b) Printed at London, in the Jar 1708. 


— — — «» (m9 A 
a : . r 
* * 


{ 


Ind 3 
Of a Portugueze Printing-Preſs. 43 
N <« rene Light of the Goſpel of Chriſt. They 
cc heartily wiſh, the Religion of Chriſt may 
„ pain more Ground every Day among the Pa- 
“ gans, enlightening and regenerating their 
« Hearts by its divine Efficacy, that thoſe that 
& ſacrifice as yet unto Devils, might be re- 
© ſcned, and made Partakers of the Spirit of 
& Jeſus Chriſt. 
8. 2. They return their moſt humble Thanks 
to all their worthy Benefactors in England, for 
the ſeaſonable Supplies wherewith they had 
been pleas'd to relieve them, in the midſt of 
their preſſing Neceſſities; and they hope, that this 
Zeal will inſpire alſo other Nations with a like 
Forwardneſs of ſerving their Fellow-Creatures {| 
in the Work of Salvation. They hope parti- 
cularly, that the Correſpondence with the So- 
ciety, to which they were ſo kindly invited, 
will prove a helpful Means towards removing 
ſuch Obſtacles as did ſurround them as yet, 
and towards eſtabliſhing the whole Deſign on 
a better Foundation in Time. For they cannot 
but lament over and over again, the various | 
Diſcouragements they meet with from the | 
Chriſtians themſelves ſettled in Malabar; whoz 
inſtead of promoting the Goſpel in the Pagan 
World, did hinder it by many ſcandalous Pra- 
tices, altogether inconiiſtent with the Rules 
and Profeſſion of Chriſtianity. However, the 
hope, and perhaps not without Reaſon, that 
theſe unexpetted Motions of ſeveril Nations in 
Europe, may be as many happy F-re-runners of 
the approaching Converſion of the Gentiles, ſo 
gloriovſly ſet forth in Scripture. And what 
Power of Darkneſs will hen be able to hinder 


any 
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44 FPBooks ſent over from India. 

any longer the Waters of Life from ſpreading 
themſelves! over the 2 Wilderneſs of Pa- 
ganiſm? Who art thou, O great Mountain? be- 
fore Zerubbabel thou ſhalt become 4 Plain! Le- 
chat. IV. 7 

S. 3. The aforeſaid Printing-Preſs was Immedi- 
ately ſet up at Tranquebar. It happen'd now very 
fortunately, that a Man, who, in his younger 
Years, had learnt the Art of Printing, was 
found in che Daniſh Company's Service, and 
employ d by the Miſſionaries to print off both a 
Primmer for the Uſe of the Portugueze School, 

and a gpecimen about the Method of Salvation, 
of which they have ſent ſome Copies to En- 
gland. They call this laſt Treatiſe, the Firſt- 
fruits of the Word of God, beſtow'd on the Hea- 
thens by the Benefactors in England, and are 
highly ſenſible of the Good, which they hope 
may, in Time, accrue to the Pagan World by 
that Means. The Title at length of this Trea- 
tiſe runs thus: A Oraem da Salvacao: ou 4 
Doutrina Chriftza; brevemente emperguntas & 
repoſt as declarada e provada. Com Fr incipaes Teſte- 
munhos da Eſcritura ſagrada. Juntainente com 
alhuãas Oracnens e Cantigas. T RA NOUVEBAR 
Em India Oriental na "Coſta de Coromandel, na 
Eſtampa dos Miſſinarios del Rey de Dennemark. 
Anno 1712» 

They have likewiſe compiled,” and printed 
off a Sheet Almanack, very much wanted on 
that Coaſt: O ze para o Anno MDCCXIII. 
de ſpois de Nacimento de Noſſo Senhor FE SU 
CHRISTO. Tranquc bar na Eftampa dos Miſ- 
ſeonamios Reacts. 
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S. 4. Beſides this, they have, by the laſt 


Fleet, ſent over to a Friend at London, ſeveral 


Treatiſes writ in High-Dutch, on ſuch Sub- 
jects, as may prove both uſeful and entertain- 
ing to the Readers in Europe. Their Titles are 
as follows : y 

(I.) The MALABAR PHYSICIAN: Or 
the Method of prattiſing Phyſick among the Hea- 
thens in Malabar. Gathered from their own Books, 
and tranſlated into High Dutch, for the Satiſ- 
faction of Phyſicians in Europe. To which is 
added, a compendious Scheme of the whole Art of 
Phyſick > drawn up by an eminent Phyſician in 
Malabar. 

(2.) An Hiſtorical Narration of the Kingdom 
of Tanjour, on the Coaſt of Coromandel: Sent 
in ſeveral Letters by two Malabar Heathens, to 
the Miſſionaries at Tranquebar; and by then 
tranſlated into High-Dutch. 

(3.) A Treatiſe of the whole Pagan Idolatry: 
Wherein is treated of the firſt Riſe and Orig ine of 
Paganiſm ; of its Nature and Conſtitution: of its 
vaſt Extent throughout the whole World; of its 
Diviſion into various Sects and Parties; of its Affinity 
with Judaiſm, and of what there remains in it of 
Keaſon, both in reſpett to natural and ſpiritual Mat- 
ters; of its Abominableneſs in the Fyes o God; 
of the violent Oppoſition it raiſed againſt the Jew- 
iſh Church in the Old Teſtament, and againſt 

the Church of Chriſt in the New ;, of the Means 
made uſe of for extirpating it under the Old Te- 
ſtament, and of the likelieſt Means whereby it may 
be extirpated under the New-Covenant , of the 
Hopes of their approaching Converſion ; of the Im- 

| pediments 
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46 Of the preſent State of the Miſſion. | 


pediments whereby their Converſion is obſtrufted, 
and of the Means whereby it may be promoted. 
Written by B. Z. in the Eaſt-Indies. Recom- 
mended to the Conſideration of the European Chri- 


ſtians in general, and particularly dedicated to the 
Divinity-Profeſſors of the Proteſtant Univerſities 


in Europe. 

(A.) An Account of ſome Particulars relating 
to the preſent State of Eaſt-India. In a Letter to 
a Friend. : 

(J.) The Malabar Correſpondence : Or a 
Treatiſe of the preſent State of the Malabar Pa- 
ganiſm. Writ by the Malabarians themſelves, 
and, by Way of an Epiſtolary Correſpondence, ſent 
to the Daniſh Miſſionaries, and by theſe tranſlated 
into High-Dutch. To which are added, ſome 
Notes of the Miſſionaries, for clearing up many 
obſcure Paſſages contained therein. 


F. 5- But to return to the Schools and 
Church, gather'd and gathering from among, 
the Heathens at Tranquebar.;, the laſt Pacquet 
of Letters, dated in September 1712. and in 
Fanuary 1713. gives an Account, that in the 
Malabaric and Portugueze Churches were Ja- 
nuary 1713. of Perſons baptiz'd 207. and Cate- 
chumens to be prepared for Baptiſm 26. In 
the Five Charity-Schools there were 78 Children, 
of which 59 are cloath'd and wholly main- 
tain'd, together with ſome other Perſons, who 
are employ'd in preparing Food for the Chil- 
dren, and other Services about the Churches and 
Schools. The Miſſionaries hope that, in a 
little Time, ſome of the more advanced Scho- 
lars in the alabarick School will be fit to be 

em- 
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_ employ'd in this Work, in the Quality of School- 
maſters, Catechiſts, and Tranſcribers. 
§. 6. Of all the Malabar Manuſcripts, which 
either have been compoſed by the Miſſionaries 
themſelves, or by them tranſlated from other 

Languages, chiefly for the Uſe of the Mala- 

barick Church and School, they have ſent over 

the following Catalogue: 

(1.) The whole New-Teſtament. 

(2.) A Collection of the Goſpels and Epiſtles 
uſed throughout the Tear. Done in a Volume by 
it ſelf. It 

(3.) Luther's Short Catechiſm, with an Expo- 
ſition, and without it. 

(4.) 4 Short Hiſtory of the old Teſtament, with 
the Arguments of each Chapter. 

(5-) A Collettion of ſome ſhort Rules or Dire- 
ct ions for a Chriſtian Life. | 

(6.) Twenty Six Sermons upon the Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith. 

(7.) Eleven Sermons uopn ſome other Subjects of 
Divinity. | 

(8.) Fourteen Sermons upon Mr. Frey linghau- 
ſen's ſhort Syſtem of Divinity. _ 

(.) The Hiſtory of the Life of CHRIST. 
(10.) The Order or Method of Salvation. 
(11.) An Abridgment of the Old and the 

New Teſtament. 
(12.) A ſuccind> Narrative of the Chriſtian, 

Jewiſh, Mahometan, and Pagan Religion. 

(13.) A Compendium of Divinity. 

(14.) A Church: Hiſtory of the Old Teftament, 
by M. of Oueſtions and Anſwers. | 
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- (15.) A Monitory Letter, directed to the Mala- 
bar-Paganiſm, by one of the Miſſionaries. 
 (16:) A Collection of Letters ſent to ſom? par- 
ticular Perſons of the Malabar-Heathens. 

( 17.) A Malabarick Tranſlation of ſome exhor- 
tatory Letters, ſent from Europe to the new-planted 
Congregation of Heathens converted to Chriſti- 
anity. N . 

( 78.) A Monitory Letter writ to the Malabar- 
Congregation by one of the Miſſionaries, who was 
then at Madras. 

(19.) The. Daniſh Liturg y. 

Qs.) A Book of Hymns, ſet to European 
Tunes. 


| (R1.) A Book of Hymns, ſet to Notes after 
| 


| 
| 
| 


the Manner of the Indians. 
| (22.) A Book of Devotzons, or Prayers. 
© (23-) The Articles of the Chriſtian Religion 
broke into ſhort Oueſt ions. 
(24+) A little Reading Book, containing ſome 
moral Kules of Life. 1 
| (25.) A Body of Divinity, (not yet finiſh'd.) 
| (26.) Dr. Spener's Expoſition upon the Cate- 
chiſm, (not yet finiſh'd.) 
(27.) A Malabar Dictionary, compil'd out of 
various Authors, and provided with a German 
Index. | 
| (28.) A Dictionary digeſted after the Order of 
| the Malabarick Alphabet, and done in ſuch 4a 
| manner, that the Reader, at one View, may find 
the primitive Word, together with all the Deri- 
vat ives depending thereon. It contains above 
40000 Words, all writ on Leaves, and is deſign'd 
to be tranſcribed on Paper, and to be Printed in 


Time, for the Beneſit of the Miſſion. . 
(29) A 


: 
| 
1 
| 
4 
#) 
4 
: 

| 


* — , , a L 
1 FE 4 x 


A "Catalogue of Portugueze Books. 


"Oe * p a 
o » 
A 


49 
(29.) A Poetical Dictionary, digeſted into 


Twelve Parts, and taken out of Poetical Writers 


on. 


(30.) A Book upon Arithmetick, compoſed after 
the Manner of the Malabarians. | 
(31.) A Malabarick Primmer. 
(32.) A Malabarick Spelling- Book. 
§. 7. The Miſſionaries have alſo met with 


ſome few Theological Manuſcripts in Malaba- 


rick, written by Roman Catholick Prieſts, ſent 
to the Eaſt-lndies. Thoſe Treatiſes, after be- 
ing carefully reviſed by the Miſſionaries, and 


purged of whatſoever might ſavour of Popery, 
have been admitted alſo into their Malabarick 


Library. They are as follows: , 
(1.) Some Oueſt:ons relating to the Chriſtian 
Dottrine. | os 
(2.) A Catechiſm. 
(3.) Some Orations upon Theological Subjects. 
(g.) A Collection of Prayers, according to the 
der of the Paſſion of Coriſt. 
(5-) 4 String of Pearls: Or an old myſtical 
Treatiſe upoa the Chriſtian Virtues. 


§. 8. The few Portugueze Books and Manu- 
{cripts the Miſſionaries are provided with at + 
preſent, are as follows : I 

(1.) The New Teſtament. Printed. | 
(2+) The Liturgy of the Church of England. 
Printed. pn 

(3.) Luther's Catechiſm. Written. 

(4. Method of Salvation. Printed. 

(5-) An Abſtract of Dr. Spener's Expoſition 
upon the Catechiſm. Written. 

(G.) A Book of Hymns, Written. 


* Luſitanica. Autore Benedicto Pereira. Printed. 


Chagas. Printed. 


„ and Hereticks ! And take from them all 
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tugal. Printed. 


F. 5. © AY the Lord have Mercy up- 
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(7-3 4 Difionary. Written. 
(8.) A Grammar. Written. 


(9.) Ars Grammatice pro addiſcenda 33 


(1c) A Hiſtoria particular de Keyno de Por- 


(11.) A ſhort Syſtem of Divinity. Written. 
(12+) The Daniſh Liturgy. Written. 


(13:) Obras eſprituaes do Fr. Antonio das 


14.) Breviario de AW els Pello R. 
P. Rogerio. Printed, 5% 268 


0 on all Jews, Turks, Iufidels, — 


„ Tenorance, Hardneſs of Heart, and Con- 
« tempt of his Word: And fo ſetch them 
Home to his Flock, that they may be 

ſa ved among the Remnant of the true 
Iſraelites; and be made one Fold under 
one Shepherd JESUS CHRIST our 
LORD; wholiveth and reigneth with 
the Father, and the Holy 1 one 
God, World without End! PER, 
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